Approved For Release^00^fej6^fe?P64C^^A^( %^fcd t : ; 

By Joseph And Stewart Alsop . 

v | 1 '■ .,•* »r ;. 

“FBF Becomes “Secret Service'’ 
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J. EDGAR HOOVER, chief of One reason among /feyerai is 
the Federal Bureau of Inveiti- that .the FBI led the jpove to 
gatfon, ia both ait able and an , force ^the' British Colonel Bills, ; 
ambitious man. Gne ambition who - ,besd«d the Brltlih Secret 
which he ha* cherished for a long Service! here early ,ln /the war, i 

time has been to extend the «m- ..“to leave the Country.'7Ellls rep- 
plre of FBI to include. r’esponal-.';rssehtednotohly the Secret In-, 
blllty for foreign clandestine In- teljlgence Service, nut' M16, the 
telllgence. It novrappears that ceunterftpionage ^ttSphtoltlon 
this ambition Is in a fair way to 'SOB (Special Operatlons'Exeou- 1 
fulfillment. ‘Admiral Sidney , tive), MOB (Morale Operations j 


blllty for foreign clandestine In- 
telligence. It now appesrs that 
this ambition is in a fair way to 
fulfillment. ‘Admiral Sidney 


Souers Is now considering art /Executive) and other branches of 
order which would have the ef- . -the 'British .Secret , Service in 
feet of decapitating the Strategic this* country. /He reported direct 
Services Unit, the onjy existing to tb.e fabulous Major General 
secret service agency, arid hand- . /hle*$|ft*/Jiesd all British ae- 
mg over its functions to the FBI. a/cret leryjce,' whoseriame is quite 
The Strategic Services Unit .jmknown. to jhe British public, 
consists of the ‘‘cloak and dagr • althOU|h%emn/fr 4 quehtIy be 
ger” sections of the defunct Of- . f ound'foldfng /'.‘hgenlally in 


flee of Strategic Services. , It has 
two main branches, SI, dr Se- 
cret Intelligence, and X2, the 
branch which has the responsi- 
bility for foreign counterintelli- 
gence. The order, as now con- 
templated, would call for the 
complete elimination of Si, and 
the amalgamation of X2 with the 
FBI. The seriousness of this 
move would lie in the fact that 
the experienced administrative 
and operating personnel of these 
two sections would leave virtu- 
ally In a body if FBI took over. 
The special Skills arid profes- 
sional knowledge of the SI and 
X2 would thus be lost to the 
American intelligence effort. 

Nor Is this all. Both SI arid 
X2 have large and immensely 
valuable flies of Intelligence ma- 
terial. These files are the re- 
sult partly of their own efforts, 
and partly of their close war- 
time association with the British 
Secret Intelligence Service, the 
French Deuxieme Bureau and 
the Polish, Dutch, Belgian, Chi- 
nese and other intelligence serv- 
ices. If the SI and X2 men re- 
sign — and even the messenger 
boys, according to one Informed 
guess, would probably leave — 
these files would lose much of 
their value. Meanwhile, the 


the faraoui^lte’sS^inLon- 
don. ElU&prlmary job was the 
prote&fon f^om sabotage of, those 
factories In this country making 
British munitions. ;The FBI op- 
posed Ellis because his work 
overlapped with theirs. 1 The 
British secret service, like the 
elephant, never forgets. 


FBI, which has bad virtually no 
foreign intelligence experience 
except In South America, would 
have to start from scratch to 
build a foreign clandestine intel- 
ligence organization. 


IN STARTING from scratch, in the 
mjpeover, FBI would lack an- Nevtrthe 
otlfer Important advantage which be eatab 
bom SI and X2 have enjoyed, gerous p 
TMfc is a reasonable measure of W as : 
cooperation from the British. that"/flhr 
The British, unlike the Aabrl«''J%|fS8l 
cans,;have practiced the pem* /’exedfiuv# 
plex art of secret intelligence for c hief s - 
centuries.- Only their coqpera--*' < 'Dilpirto« 
tlori*»Jlowed the SI arilFX2 men' ’^pftien -M 
to reach a professional standard Agency*! 

The FBI would have no British possible, 
help, for the FBI is by no means now cofil 
popular with the British. In the ei 


’ THERE IS STILL another as-' 1 
1 pact of the proposal to hand 

• over the cladestlne Intelligence 

• function to the FBI which de- 

■ serves the most serious consid- 

1 oration. Before VJ-Day Maj. ! 

! Gen. William Donovan sub- . 

mitted.a piper to the Joint Chiefs ! 
1 of Staff recommending an Inde- j 

' pendent American Intelligence 

• agency. This top secret docu- 
ment was. leaked to the press, 

« and It was Widely, attacked as a 

• plan for an American Gestapov 

1 Such accusations Were Obviously 

| silly, alncethe proposal In- 

t eluded no Internal security force. 

If the FBI adds to. its present 

■ functions the responsibility for 

• espionage, however, this country 

■ will In fact have what only such 

l nations .as Germany, Japan, i 

- Spain and /Russia have, .'hereto- 

f fore boasted, a secret service 

with the responsibility for both 
» foreign espionage ,an<J : internal 
s security, and with the power of 
l Internal 1 iARpeet/ . } 

i ice of. the den.: .' ratio countries . 

• has had ^ >asi^pawer.; It j 

would be folly to suggest that 

^Xthe - FBI /would ln if fact Use its 1 
r . powers ai . tjhey Jhave/jiefca; used 

• .1" - the ^t|}tt|r^<lfevfcpuiitries. { 

■ Nevertheless, the pattern ■ would 
i be established, an d JOs A /.dah- 
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